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Our teachers often tell us that reading books is important. I agree with them. We
usually read some passages when we learn something new. (X) |, when we study

world history, we need to read the textbook and understand what is written in it.

That’s true. Having reading skills is the first step to learn something new. From this

point, we are lucky to have a 15-minute reading time during every morning class.

Yes, I agree. So, what kind of books do you read? I borrowed a mystery novel from the

school library last week and have been reading it since then. It’s fun and interesting.

Oh, you borrowed a book from the library? I usually buy books at a bookshop on my way
home from school. Anyway, there are several ways to get books today. Look at this
graph. This is a graph I found on the Internet, and it shows how high school students
get books.

Buying books at bookstores is the most common way for both boys and girls, isn’t it?

Yes. This is a little surprising to me because buying things on the Internet has been
getting more and more popular all over the world. I love online shopping and often buy
paper books on some websites. I think online shopping is convenient because I don’t

have to go out.

I know what you mean, but I like to go to bookstores and look for books by myself. It is
true that sometimes I spend too much time in the shop and feel a bit tired, but I still love

to find a new book I am interested in. How about you, Saki?

My dream is to work for a foreign company, so I have been learning English. One of the
ways I learn English is by reading a lot of English books, so I often buy digital English
books and then download them. Because they are e-books, I can check the meaning of
some English words just by tapping them, and I don’t have to carry a heavy paper
dictionary with me. Also, I sometimes download the audio version of the books.
Though I can’t understand the meaning of every word, I still feel the world inside the

book and each of the character’s feelings.

Sounds nice. But it costs some money to download e-books, right? Personally, I don’t
like paying for digital data. It may disappear suddenly because of a computer error or
something. Also, I have to ask my parents to make an online payment because I don’t
have my own bank account. There are probably some students in the same situation.
That’s why borrowing paper books from libraries is over three times as popular as buying
paper books online, and borrowing paper books from friends or family is also quite a

common way and ranks third.
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Haru: It makes sense. Now we know why downloading e-books is the least common among
them. Anyway, we've learned each of us gets books in a different way, and each way has

its own good points. OK, then let’s move on to the next topic, that is...
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Why has Saki been learning English?
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7 Their teachers believe that learning world history is very important.

4 Their school has some time to read books after school every day.

7 Saki checks the meaning of some English words without a paper dictionary.
. Jun does not want to buy digital books because they are expensive.
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When you buy something you want, you use money without any question. But, a long time
ago, people did not have any kind of money. How did they get the things they needed?

Before starting to use money, people traded things with each other. For example, someone
who had cows traded milk with other people to get vegetables. This system is called “barter.”
However, the way of exchanging things was because it was hard to find the things they
really needed. In addition, some items were easy to carry, but others were not. [&]

People invented money to stop “barter.” First, people used shells, cloth, or salt as money.
Unlike milk or vegetables, these things were not easily damaged. Moreover, they were easy to
carry and count, so many people thought that these items were useful when they exchanged things.
People began to use things everyone wanted. [V»]  So, different areas used different types of
items as money.

After that, some people began to use metals such as gold or silver as money because many
people wanted to get them. Metals are easy to melt, so people were able to change their shape.
Between 600 and 700 B.C., the first coins were made in Turkey. [9] Coins are made of metal,
and are usually small, so they made trades | (Y)

As time went by, another problem happened. It was difficult to carry many coins because
they were too heavy. In order to solve the problem, people used paper. When they had the paper,
they were able to get the same amount of money written on it. This was the first paper money.
It was probably invented in China about 1,000 years ago. However, it took a long time for
European people to use paper money. They did not want to use it because it was easily damaged,
for example, by cutting it, burning it, and so on. Later, in the 1900s, some countries began
printing paper money. [ ]

Now, we can buy items without real money because of new technologies, especially the
Internet. On the Internet, electronic money is often used. When you do not have any real
money in your wallet, you can pay by using devices connected to the Internet, such as PCs and

smartphones. Perhaps we will not need to carry real money someday.
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7" more dangerous
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Anything could be money if people agreed on its value.
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7 Before using money, people had no idea of trading.

People in Turkey in the 10th century made the first coins.

Europeans used paper money as soon as China invented it.

H & N

People can use electronic money with a smartphone.

HRTITE W E T HERFICELA (real money) 2l 9 ORI T, The b, B~ F—
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Do you want a close friend? A friend who is always with you and understands everything
about you? I [ want | to have that kind of friend when I entered junior high school.

When I was put in a new classroom in April, I was excited about the new experience. I was
also worried and wondered, “Can I get along with my classmates? What should I do if I can’t
make any friends at all?” So I tried to make friends, and then I met Hana. She was a kind,

clever girl who helped me a lot. She was good at English, so D[ .me / she / English / my / helped

/ homework / with ]. We had many things in common. We were both interested in K-pop and

classical music. It was a lot of fun to talk about these things. My worries at the beginning
disappeared, and I was enjoying my school life.

One day, I realized I was not talking with Hana as much as before. Hana was spending more
time with other girls. She did not go to the gym or the cafeteria with me anymore. We spoke
fewer and fewer words and finally I even finished the day without making eye contact with her at
all. I wondered, “What’s wrong? @[ 1/bad/her/something/ done /have/to]? Doesn’t she

like me anymore?” I did not know what UL‘[ do ] and became more and more upset. I @[ classes

[ friends / other / had / talk / some / with / to / in ], but not in my class. So I started to spend more

time in other classrooms and tried not to meet Hana.

A few weeks passed, and I was in the same group with Hana when we went on a field trip to
the aquarium. I did not know why, but Hana suddenly talked to me in a friendly way like before.
I was very confused. I thought, “Who has worked magic on us? Is our friendship back again?”
I did not know what 5[ _go | on. I wondered why she was acting that way. I felt a little
uncomfortable at first but started to walk around the aquarium with her. We saw octopuses and
took pictures of penguins.

Then Hana said, “I'm sorry I haven’t talked to you recently. Mika had a problem and I
wanted to take care of her. I didn’t mean to break our friendship.” “I thought you didn’t like
me anymore and Z[feel | lonely...but it’s OK now. I'm happy we can be together again,” I said.
Hana looked surprised. She apologized and said, “I didn’t know you were feeling that way.”

Now we are close friends, but she is not the kind of friend that I thought I wanted to have. 1
learned that people are different, and so it is important #[ say | the things I want to say. I
cannot just wait and expect others to understand me. We can build better relationships if we
express ourselves in words. So, I want to learn more about the power of words and

communication to understand and connect with people around me.
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Ml 1 Riku started using his smartphone three hours ago, and is still using it.

= Riku ( ) ( ) using his smartphone for three hours.

12 Many people know the stories of Peter Rabbit.
= The stories of Peter Rabbit ( ) ( ) to many people.

13 I'm so excited that I can’t go to sleep.
=Tm ( ) excited ( ) go to sleep.

M4 The woman who lives next door is my aunt.

= The ( ) ( ) next door is my aunt.
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1 SRENABREIACLL iz RETIZE,

[ which / please / mother / me / gave / show / the ring / for / your / you ].

B2 RETOITEFZHZTHTLNTZHNNDIT,
[I/1/you/can/the station/the way / tell / could / wish / to ].

B3 MWoLEoROAKIZZOARIY BE LV,
[ more / on / one / book / the / red / easier / is / this / the shelf / than ].

B4 AT EbICHEEZENWIZLTEBLL LI EoT,
[ keep / us / clean / told / the classroom / said / the teacher / to ].
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