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Status of utilization of Metaverse in support of school non—attendance

after Corona

MATSUMOTO Takehiro
Abstract

Due to the corona crisis, remote work and commuting through virtual classrooms are being
carried out worldwide, and the technology that supports these is also progressing. Based
on this situation, in Japan, support for school non-attendance using the Metaverse has
begun to emerge. In this paper, we introduce the efforts of the NPO Katariba, the
Kumamoto City Board of Education, and the Tokyo Metropolitan Board of Education regarding
examples of support for school non—attendance currently using the Metaverse, as well as

discussing future forms of support

(Keywords: school non-attendance, virtual education support center, online two-way

communication tool, metaverse, avatar)
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Memories of the Gendi Business Department

The clearest and most lasting memory [ have of Gendi Business is the help and support offered
to me by the team. All the Professors/Associate Professors made working with the team a
pleasure. Although all were very busy, they always found time to offer any help/advice I

needed making my job much easier.

It was also interesting to see such a wide range of interesting personalities within the team,
from YouTube rock stars, professional agents of stress and panic, to those who have made
wearing sandals/flipflops fashionable again. The one thing everyone had in common was a

desire to help the team perform at its highest level.

The business students were difficult to remember in detail as they were usually sat with their
head down staring at their smartphones (welcome to life today!), but they were always fun,
intelligent with great personalities and full of potential. Although most were not really
interested in studying English, they did their best and I could see progress in just a short space

of time.

Currently, the department teaches the core principles of business, as it should, I do however
feel that in world that has changed dramatically over the past 10 years (The progress of
technology being one factor in this), it would be prudent to include additional business
practices that are in use at the moment. [ am not suggesting that the curriculum be changed
significantly, but that it should be “fine-tuned” to incorporate different business practices in

finance, sales and marketing, etc.

Business students also need to be made aware of social etiquette in a variety of situations, this
will be of benefit to them after they graduate. Perhaps time during MT sessions could be put
aside for this. They would also benefit from guest lectures given by businessmen/women
invited by the department which would offer them the opportunity to ask questions, improve
their experience of the “outside world” and could even help them find a clear path, a direction

in which they want to go in life. This would increase confidence and motivation.

Current methods are taught to a very high standard by very smart people, however, it’s
“textbook” teaching/learning, “critical thinking” is overlooked as a teaching tool yet the

students would benefit greatly from having the ability to critically analyse and question ideas
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and situations. Having the ability to formulate a well- informed debate on any given subject
is essential in today’s business world and it increases communication/social skills, all of which

are required in business.

As a “Business” department, I feel the branding needs to be enhanced to portray a more
professional image, one that sets it aside from other departments. The university home page

and events such as open campus would be ideal platforms for this.

Finally, I would just like to say that it has been a pleasure working with everyone connected
to the department, | was always made to feel a part of the team and everyone will have my
eternal gratitude. Being placed in the business department from my first day was challenging
as my Japanese is not so good. But I enjoy a challenge and a new experience. I soon discovered
that thanks to the support of the team the past 2 years were much smoother than I had

anticipated. Again, many thanks to everyone. It has been a pleasure.

Pete D’Angelo; 2021-2023
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